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Federal Council Patronage (until Feb.2019)

Former Federal Councillor Johann N. Schneider-Ammann
Head of the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, 
Education and Research

• Strengthen of start-ups and entrepreneurship
• Improving the framework conditions
• Promotion of innovative future technologies



Federal Council Patronage (since Feb. 2019)

Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin
Head of the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, 
Education and Research

• Strengthen of start-ups and entrepreneurship
• Improving the framework conditions
• Promotion of innovative future technologies



Sponsorhip and the Board of Trustees

The Sponsorship of the SwissEF:

Urs Berger
Die Mobiliar, President

Pascale Vonmont
Gebert Rüf Stiftung

Lukas Gähwiler
UBS

Thomas Gottstein
Credit Suisse

Ruedi Noser
Councillor of States

Urs Schaeppi
Swisscom

Christian Wenger
Wenger & Vieli

Donors:

Martin Vetterli
President EPFL

Beat Vonlanthen
Councillor of States
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Advisory Board

Annette Heimlicher
CEO Contrinex SA
Entrepreneur

Bettina Ernst
CEO Preclin Biosystem
Entrepreneur & 
Investor

Marcel Dobler
Entrepreneur/Member of
Parlament / Investor

Mathias Ruch
Blockchain Entrepreneur
& Investor

Gerd Folkers
ETHZ / President SWIR

Philipp Stauffer
Fyrfly Venture Partners

Elgar Fleisch 
Professor ETH / HSG

Christian Leumann
Rector
University of Berne

Lea von Bidder
CEO AVA Science Inc.
Entrepreneur

Peter Spuhler
Chairman Stadler Rail
Entrepreneur

Alain Chuard
Entrepreneur & Investor

Daniel Gutenberg
Unicorn Hunter
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Bernd Pfister
President SECA
Investor

Aude Pugin
CEO 
APCO Technologies SA



SwissEF Focus Nr.1: Shaping Frameworks 

We invite the key players of the 

Swiss start-up promotion scene to a 

hearing into the Federal Palace, 

asking their needs, setting priorities 

and trigger afterwards the 

implementation. We are building 

the link to the government and 

parliament and we are supporting 

the continuous improvement of the 

framework conditions!
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Hearing in the
Federal Palace

with Federal Councillor
J. Schneider-Ammann

2. November 2018

1. SwissEF
Event with Members of

the Parliament
27. November 2018

Pilot Project SwissEF Shaper
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SwissEF Focus Nr.2: UpScaler – Accompany the Capital

Top
Entrepreneurs

Top
Experts

Top
SME

New Generation
Global 

Swiss SME‘s

Top50 Experts

UpScaler Program (6-24 Months)

PreQualification

UpScaler

Workshops Challenges

Final360�

International
Expert Network

Faster Growth - Increased Success Rate

High
Potential
Growth
Companies

Top10 SME
International
B2B Network



Swiss Entrepreneurs Initiative

Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund

Fund of Funds Direct Investm.

Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation

Board of
Trustees Advisory Board Swiss Entrepreneurs KmGK

Swiss Start-ups and SME‘s

Economy – Politics - Science

Patronage Federal Councillor

CapitalSupport



Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund: CHF 250 – 500 Mio.

Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund

Fund of Funds Direct
Investments

Fund of Fund: Venture, Growth, Buyout 
Direct Investment: Growth Period, Serie A / B, > CHF 5 Mio.

50-60% in Switzerland



SwissEF: Capital for the most difficult Stage 

Early Stage Growth
Scaling, Expansion  

Exit 
IPO, Buyout

PreSeed Seed Series A Series B Series C Series D

Loss Zone

Profit Zone
Risk

Capital Need
CHF 0.1 – 5 Mio.   

Capital Need 
CHF 5 – 20 Mio.   



Time Line Fund & Foundation
2019

Okt Nov Jan Feb Mar Apr Mai Jun Sept

FINMA

Jul Aug

Investment Period (3-5 years)

First ClosingFINMA Approval

Fundraising (9-18 Months)

Pilot Projects Shaper/UpScaler

SwissEF UpScaler (Internationalization)

SwissEF Shaper (Framework Conditions)
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Performance Power for the SwissEFund

EXIT

Valuation:
EBITDA * Multiple

Investment Time

EBITDA

Higher Valuation =
Higher Performance
SwissEFund

UpScaler Program

- Faster Growth
- Increased Success Rate



Experienced Core Team

Peter Stähli
CEO
peter.staehli@swissef.ch

Simon Enderli
Project Leader 
Simon.enderli@swissef.ch

Dr. Peter Balsiger
Head of Experts
peter.balsiger@swissef.ch

• Serial Entrepreneurs
• Over 20 years experience promoting start-ups and SME’s
• Strong national and international networks



Thank you for your Attention!

Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation (SwissEF)
Bundesgasse 35
3001 Bern
peter.staehli@swissef.ch


